The role of the geriatric consultation team in an acute care hospital.
One of the most important health issues of this decade is the provision of effective health care for the elderly. The overwhelming needs of this increasing population segment add to growing hospital expenditures. Hospitals must develop new ways to provide quality health care to the acutely ill elderly. The special needs of this group are too complex to be addressed by a single discipline. A geriatric team approach can provide a comprehensive, cost-effective means of improving the quality of care provided. This care delivery model can result in positive outcomes for the geriatric patient.